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The Earning Power of Research 
There is at  least one textile mill in America whichIhas 

continued to run at capacity. It has experienced no season 
of slack orders and it has made no reduction in its scientific 
staff. The president of this mill-Joseph Bancroft & Sons 
Go.-tells us that this success has been due to the fact that 
his scientists by continued research have kept his mill four 
or five years ahead of the procession. He is producing ma- 
terials that have no competition. He is offering uniquely 
dyed fabrics which are in a class by themselves and when 
there is a buyers’ market, a mill in this position has an un- 
usual advantage. The president of this mill proposes 
to increase research, for he knows he cannot possibly afford 
to curtail it. 

The world’s largest producer of sulfite pulp, the Brown 
Corporation, installed a research and control laboratory 
some years ago, after the chemical engineer, who now is 
director of research as well, had demonstrated the utility 
of science in the establishment. This manufacturer hw 
been quick to realize that in research he holds two trump 
cards. First, he is able to produce such good pulp that 
in a buyers’ market his product is preferred. Second, he 
has been able to reduce his costs so that he has an advantage 
in competition, and at  the same time he has so increased 
his quality as to be granted a premium on nearly all markets. 
The research staff of this mill has been steadily enlarged 
and strengthened and year by year has been responsible 
for the creation of new industries based upon the ”utilization 
of by-products to an extent where they rival in commercial 
importance the industry which was formerly the sole ac- 
tivitjr of the establishment. 

Only a few years ago the rare elements occurring in the 
atmosphere were merely laboratory curiosities for which 
no one dreamed of industrial application. One by one these 
elements have found their place in commerce and now 
after some months of intensive research neon appears a s  
a bread winner. Ignition gages have been devised in which 
purified neon is used in a tube which glows when brought 
into contact with spark plugs and other points where current 
is passing. The Air Reduction Company has developed 
a gage in which there are no wires, while the Westinghouse 
Company has used neon in a Geissler-like tube for a similar 
purpose. Beginning with the use of this gage in detecting - ignition troubles in gas engines, it now appears that the 
field of usefulness is much wider. The discovery of static 
charges around factories where inflammable vapors are pres- 
ent, or on fire doors, belting, and machinery which is not 
properly grounded suggests possible applications. The 
neon tube glows when applied to the outside insulation of 
wires carrying over 2000 voltfi. It will be seen that the num- 
ber of applications means a large number of such gages, 
and there is no doubt that research in this instance will 
return a large percentage on the investment. 

Business Men Speak 
The 1420 constituent organizations of the Chamber of 

Commerce of the United States have just voted upon a 
referendum submitted by the Committee on Tariff Principles. 
By a vote of 18401/2 to 271/2 the Chamber of Commerce 
is committed in favor of reasonable protection for American 
industries subject to destructive competition from abroad 
and of benefit to any considerable section of the country, 
1846l/2 to 37l/2 in favor of maintaining in principle the 
anti-dumping legislation of May 1921, ana by 1868 to 26 for 

tariff legislation framed and administered. with a view to 
meeting discriminations direct or indirect by other countries 
against American trade. By a vote of 17931/2 to 591/2 
the Chamber of Commerce recommends that the principle of 
maintenance and encouragement of our export trade should 
be observed in tariff legislation so far as consistent with 
reasonable protection for American industries of benefit to 
any considerable section of the country and subject to  
destructive competition from abroad. 

In the Chamber an organization has one vote for the first 
25 members, an additional vote for each 200, but no organi- 
zation, however large, can have more than ten votes. It is 
obvious, therefore, that this vote represents the business men 
of the country and even Congress can hardly fail to take 
notice of the demand for the prompt enactment of suitable 
tariff legislation. 

The Technical Press 
It is a privilege to publish in this issue the excellent paper 

on “The Technical Magazine and Its New Relation to In- 
dustry,” by H. G. Parmelee. We like the presentation, 
applaud the high standard of ethics set up for the modern 
technical paper, and agree with most of the conclusions 
reached by the author. 

At the same time, we wish to make our own position 
clear, since we do not experience the editorial restriction8 in 
THIS JOURNAL which the author stresses in the fourth para- 
graph under “The Functions of the Technical Paper.” 
It may easily be that editors of other scientific society maga- 
zines are less fortunate than we are, but with our Committee 
on National Policy empowered to act for the Society, official 
opinions can be had whenever they are necessary. There 
is neither delay nor difficulty in obtaining action, and when 
we do speak for the Society a message goes forth with the 
full strength of the world’s largest scientific body. 

Fortunately also the interests of our individual members, 
our gociety, and the industry which we serve are identical. 
Our members and readers represent the industry, and it 
might almost be said that they are stockholders directly 
concerned in the success of THIS JOURNAL and the extension 
of its influence. 

The support of our strong Society gives us confidence 
and courage to undertake many a campaign and to strike 
out into new fields to advance science and industry. We 
welcome an opportunity to unite with Chemical and Metal- 
lurgical Engineering and with other modern technical papers 
in the distribution of authoritative and constructive news, 
in a manner satisfactory to the scientist and public alike. 

Reinforcements 
Burt P. Garnett has been appointed to succeed John 

Walker Harrington as Technical Manager of the A. C. S. 
News Service, Mr. Harrington having left the 8ervice Janu- 
ary 1 after a service which places us under many obligations. 
Mr. Garnett comes to us with extensive experience in news- 
paper work, in publicity, and other lines which well qualify 
him to carry on this important activity of the Society. 

Wilkinson Stark has been appointed Associate Editor 
with offices at One Madison Avenue, New York City. He 
has had extensive laboratory and plant experience and will 
represent the JOURNAL in the field. When he calls upon you, 
give him your best cooperation and keep him informed as 
to events in the field of industrial chemistry, new processes, 
and research. 

Dr. R. P. Fischelis, who has been a member of this staff 
for the past year in the capacity of special writer, will con- 
tinue in the same capacity. 


